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BAHAMAS IMMIGRATION PRESS RELEASE 23/19
* FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE *

THE DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION WISHES TO DISPEL RUMORS CIRCULATING IN
THE MEDIA ALLEGING THAT IMMIGRATION OFFICERS ‘KIDNAPPED’ A MALE OF
HAITIAN DESCENT

The Department wishes to inform the public that it is aware of a video circulating in the media of
Immigration Officers on duty apprehending a male of Haitian descent in Eleuthera.

To bring clarity to the situation, the Department further wishes to inform that on Friday 15™
February 2019, Immigration and Royal Bahamas Police Force Officers of the Eleuthera District
conducted an island-wide apprehension exercise. As a result, while in the area of Palmetto Point,
Eleuthera, the male in question, was cautioned and arrested after he was unable to provide the
Officers with identification showing his legal status in The Bahamas.

In an effort to secure the male in question, Officers place him in the Department’s vehicle, a
Hyundai Tuscan “Hatchback™ that transported him to a larger, more secured vehicle less than two
minutes away from his place of arrest. All persons (including the male in question) were
transported to Governors Harbour Police Station for further processing.

Therefore, any assumption circulated in the media that Immigration Officers allegedly committed
the criminal offence of ‘kidnapping’ is false.

The Department also takes this opportunity to thank the public for its continued support.

End.

Mission Statement: To regulate the movement of people across the borders of The Bahamas so as to ensure the security,
facilitate economic advancement and promote the harmonious social development of The Bahamas through the collaborative
efforts of responsible government and non-government agencies both nationally and internationally
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